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Members of the Cass County Electric Cooperative Board of Directors are elected to three-
year terms. All cooperative members have the opportunity to vote for directors either in-
person at the annual meeting or by a mail-in absentee ballot. CassCountyElectric.com/AM2021
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I believe that it is important to be an active participant in my community, 
not only in my occupations but using my abilities to serve others. My rural 
background and business experience give me a unique perspective that allows 
me to represent all the cooperative members proactively and fairly. 

I am committed to dedicating the time necessary to be informed and educated 
about the issues facing the cooperative. I have appreciated the opportunity to 
serve as a director and humbly ask the members to allow me to continue to do 
so in the future.

Marcy Svenningsen - Incumbent 
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I am a lifelong resident of North Dakota, a resident of Fargo, and a former 
farmer/rancher and farm equipment business owner.  I was a director at BEK 
Communications Cooperative and served on the Broadband Association of ND for 
many years. 

It is essential to be involved in making decisions that affect the well-being and 
the future of our community. I spent 45 years in a rural community and now in 
an urban neighborhood, which will help make decisions that affect both. I would 
appreciate your vote for the director at-large seat at the annual meeting or by 
absentee ballot voting.

Doug Kalianoff

I’m at a point in my business career where I want to give back to the community 
by using my many years of restaurant and hotel experience and my CPA 
experience to continue the cooperative’s good work. We all pay electricity bills, 
whether in a business or at home, and for most places, it is the largest expense 
short of a mortgage payment. 

Most strive for a lower carbon footprint, and as renewables become more 
efficient and available, we can rely on them more. Until then, let’s use our natural 
resources to maintain affordable and reliable electricity.

Barry Maring

My reason and purpose for becoming a director candidate to serve on the Cass 
County Electric board centers upon the cooperatives mission statement with 
emphasis on these keywords: “Reliable” and “Affordable” electric service. The 
achievement of this mission requires the retention of directors with substantial 
levels of experience, knowledge, and understanding of the electric utility 
industry. 

I am knowledgeable and have skill sets developed over decades of hands-on 
rural electric employment. I would like to share my experience to help fulfill the 
cooperative’s mission. I would be pleased and honored to serve.

Michael McMahon

I have been a co-op member since 1984. As a business leader, I worked at Case 
New Holland and Swanson Health in an Engineering and Operations capacity. 
I have had the privilege to serve as a director since October 2020. In May, I will 
complete the coursework and receive the Credentialed Cooperative Director 
certificate. This education provided insight regarding our complex distribution 
system, finances, power generation, and fiduciary duties. 

As a director, I am committed to focusing on membership satisfaction, reliable 
power, competitive rates, and sound business decisions. I’m asking for your vote 
so I can help support these initiatives.

Terry Kraft - Incumbent
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I am the current director for District 2.  I am running unopposed and want to thank the 
membership for your support.  I would like to take this opportunity to express my concerns 
about the future of our power supply. Currently, we are facing an attack on the coal 
industry.  The Biden Administration’s plan to reduce or eliminate CO2 emissions from coal 
generation will increase our cost significantly. Your cooperative has an ownership stake in 
coal generation, and we need to push back on groups whose plans are to eliminate coal.  
Members of these groups live in our service area and have a right to run for the board to 
advance their agenda.  Be aware of board candidates with an antagonistic plan as they 
could seriously disrupt the board’s function and our cooperative’s financial health, affecting 
your pocketbooks significantly.    

Douglas Anderson - Incumbent 

Our energy economy is changing rapidly. My personal experience with residential 
solar production, electricity usage, and electric vehicles got me excited to explore 
our cooperative’s operation. This led me to enroll at BSC in courses on power systems 
and their economics. I have learned that cooperatives have new technologies at their 
disposal. I am prepared to explore innovative options to benefit members. I believe in 
the cooperative business model, and that great ideas come from diverse perspectives 
(executives, employees, and member-owners) working together to solve problems. I 
hope to empower member-owners in understanding and participating in their electricity 
choices.

Sonja Kaye

Greetings to all our members. CCEC is an excellent company with dedicated employees 
engaged in distributing reliable, affordable electricity to you. Did you know CCEC has 
been ranked # 1 in its class four years in a row for its reliability? Together, we can make it 
happen again. Our future looks bright!  

I have appreciated your trust in my ability to serve you in the past and ask that you re-
elect me for another term. Please vote at our annual meeting on June 24 or call the CCEC 
office (701-356-4400) to request an absentee ballot. Either way, don’t forget to vote!

Wendy Loucks - Incumbent 
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I have been your District 3 board member since 2003. I live near Colfax and provide 
leadership in our community. I served on the local school and park boards, city council, 
church council, and mayor. I served 20 years in the National Guard, as a director for 
Minnkota Power, and currently serve as Richland County Commissioner. 

The biggest issue our industry faces today is our future power supply. We need to work 
together as a country to supply clean, affordable, and reliable electricity. With a common-
sense vision, I am committed to providing insight to propel the cooperative’s future. I’m 
asking for your vote to be District 3 director.

Sid Berg - Incumbent 
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CCEC customers enjoy reliable, economically priced energy as the result of well-thought-
out strategic plans and policies developed by CCEC leadership over the years. New federal 
energy policies and regulations aimed at reducing fossil fuel use will create significant 
new challenges to continue providing reliable, cost-effective electrical power. 

Serving on the board of directors is a challenging opportunity for me to leverage what 
I have learned during my engineering career to representing CCEC customers and 
stakeholder interests as strategic plans and policies are developed to ensure CCEC can 
continue to provide cost-effective electrical power.

Brian Gregor
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